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Background
1. Casino gambling is one of the most harmful 

modes of gambling

2. Gambling is inconsistent with Chinese 
philosophy and culture 

3. Chinese have been observed over-represented 
in casinos globally

4. Social and cultural factors influence the 
understanding of problem gambling and 
treatment strategies 

5. Limited (especially qualitative) research on 
Chinese gambling – also in New Zealand 
(Abbott et al., 2014) 



Research focus  

1. Investigating the elements of participants’ 
experience in responding to casino gambling 
harm

2. Exploring the participants’ views on the 
influential aspects impacting the process of 
responding to casino gambling harm. 
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Participants and recruitment
• Chinese migrants from the Chinese mainland after 1990s 

• Aged 20 or over, lived in Auckland

• Eight Self-identified ex-problematical gamblers (six male, two 
female: age range from 30+ to 70)

• Eight affected family members (seven female, one male: 
daughter, son, wife: age range from 20 to 55+)

• Ethical consideration – voluntary, privacy and prevention

• Recruitment completed between August 2017 and May 2018
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Disconnecting from casino gambling
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Conclusion 

• A significant original contribution to the body of literature 
related to Chinese migrants’ engagement in casino gambling

• Adds cultural insight to some of the existing theoretical 
frameworks and approaches to gambling harm

• Offers a significant opportunity for Chinese migrants to make 
their voices heard 

• For researcher to understand the meaning of participants’ 
experiences in a social-cultural-historical context
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